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Abstract. The purpose of this apphcation. in relation to Article 23.9.3 of the Code, is

the conservation of the widely used name Conidophrys Chatton & Lvvoff, 1934 for a

genus of pilisuctorid ciliates (family conidophryidae Kirby, 1941) parasitic on

marine crustaceans. The older name Mycodiniiim Averinzeff. 1916 is a probable

subjective synonym, but it has never been used and its suppression is proposed.
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1. Averinzeft~(1916, p. 183) described, illustrated and named Mycodiniiim fucatum

n.g., n.sp., a protist parasitic on a marine amphipod belonging to the genus Caprella

Lamarck, 1801: his work was entirely based on fixed material recei\ed from Trieste.

Italy. Averinzeff was unsure about the taxonomic position of M. fiuanim but

considered that it was probably a dinoflagellate. His generic name remained unused

until it was cited by Jankowski in 1989 (see para. 5 below): his specific name has ne\er

been used.

2. Chatton & Lwoff (1934, p. 697) described and illustrated the new genus and

species Conidophrys piUsuctor. parasitic on the amphipod Corophium achenisicum

Costa. 1857 at Sete, France. Chatton & Lwoff (p. 699) diagnosed a new family

'Pilisuctoridae" to contain C piUsuctor as the only known species.

3. Kirby (1941) spelled Chatton & LwofTs generic name as Conidiophrys. and

pointed out that under the Code their famih name "Pilisuctoridae" was una\ailable

because it was not based on the name of a type genus. This remains true under Article

29.1 of the current Code (however, ordinal names such as Pilisuctorida and the

vernacular term 'pilisuctorid' are not invalidated by the Code). Kirby (1941, p. 954)

proposed the family name Conidiophryidae. Guilcher (1951) corrected Kirby's

spellings but under Article 35.4.1. the valid famih' name is conidophryidae Kirby,

1941 (and not Guilcher, 1951).

4. The literature on species of Conidophrys is very extensive (see for example

Chatton & LwoflF, 1934, 1935, 1936; Guilcher. 1951; Raabe. 1964; Fenchel. 1965:

Jankowski, 1966, 1972; Jones & Khan, 1970: Puytorac. 1994: Morado & Small. 1995:

Dovgal, 1998: Boshko & Dovgal, 2000).

5. Jankowski (1989, p. 86) suggested in a brief purely nomenclatural note

that Conidoplirys Chatton & Lwoff. 1934 was a junior synonym of Mycodin-

iiim Averinzeff, 1916 and should therefore be replaced. He also stated that
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CONIDOPHRYIDAEshould be replaced by the new family name mycodiniidae, but under

Article 40.1 this would not be so even if Mycodinium were to be accepted as the valid

senior subjective synonym of Conidophrys.

6. As mentioned above, the names Conidophrys and conidophryidae have been in

continuous and wide use for many years, but, apart from Jankowski's note,

Mycodinium has not been used in any work since its original publication in 1916; to

now replace Conidophrys by Mycodinium (in the family conidophryidae) would cause

confusion.

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

( 1

)

to use its plenary power to suppress the name Mycodinium Averinzeff, 1916 for

the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of

Homonymy;
(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name

Conidophrys Chatton & Lwoff, 1934 (gender: feminine), type species by

original designation Conidophrys pilisuctor Chatton & Lwoff, 1934;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name piHsuctor

Chatton & Lwoff, 1934, as published in the binomen Conidophrys piUsuctor

(specific name of the type species of Conidophrys Chatton & Lwoff, 1934);

(4) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the name
CONIDOPHRYIDAEKirby, 1941, type genus Conidophrys Chatton & Lwoff, 1934;

(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in

Zoology the name Mycodinium Averinzeff, 1916, as suppressed in (1) above.
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